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-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondenc address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )IE Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 June 2003 . 
2a)[3 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) I3 Claim(s) 18-36 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) I3 Claim(s) 18-36 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (0. 

a)0 All b)\J Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attach ment(s) 

1) IZI Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-4 13) Paper No(s). . 

2) CH Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) CH Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) [Zl Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) \Z\ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Final Rejection 

1 . Claims 1 8-36 are pending. 

2. The rejection of claims 18-20 and 31-34 under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph 
is withdrawn in light of applicant's amendment to the claims. 

3. The rejection of claim 30 under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph is maintained 
for the reasons recited in the previous office action. 

4. The rejection of claims 18-21 and 35-36 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated 
by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Joyner et 
al. (US 4,483,969) is maintained for the reasons recited in the previous office action. 
Specifically regarding the newly added claims 35 and 36 Joyner et al. teach 
components D, E, and H as recited by claims 19, 35-36. Please see the previous office 
action pages 3-4. 

5. The rejection of claims 1 8-34 and 35-36 under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as anticipated 
by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Miracle et 
al. (US 5,576,282) is maintained for the reasons recited in the previous office action. 
Specifically regarding the newly added claims 35 and 36 Miracle et al. teach 
components D, E, and H as recited by claims 19, 35-36. Please see the previous office 
action pages 5-6 and col.1 7 and 28 of the prior art reference. Specifically Miracle et al. 
teach a sulfonated product of a substantially linear ester oligomer comprised of an 
oligomeric ester backbone of terephthaloyl and oxyalkyleneoxy repeat units and allyl- 
derived sulfonated terminal moieties covalently attached to the backbone. Such ester 
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oligomers can be prepared by: (a) ethoxylating allyl alcohol; (b) reacting the product of 
(a) with dimethyl terephthalate ("DMT") and 1 ,2-propylene glycol ("PG") in a two-stage 
transesterification/oligomerization procedure; and (c) reacting the product of (b) with 
sodium metabisulfite in water. Other SRA's include the nonionic end-capped 1,2- 
propylene/polyoxyethylene terephthalate polyesters. See col. 17, ln.30-50. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed June 30, 2003 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Applicant's urge that Miracle et al. and Joyner et al. teach a 
composition and fail to teach or suggest the process step of "providing a textile piece in 
an aqueous liquor". The examiner interprets the aforementioned phrase to be 
encompassed by the composition teachings of Joyner et al. Specifically, in col.4, ln.56- 
68, Joyner et al. teach that the emulsifiable waxes from coating compositions for coating 
a variety of substrates including cellulosic sheets. Also, the phrase is encompassed by 
the teachings of Miracle et al. Specifically, Miracle et al. teach a method for laundering 
a fabric employing analogous components as recited by the instant claims. 

7. Applicant's also urge that Miracle et al. and Joyner et al. fail to address the 
problem of transport folds or the occurrence of friction in or on the substrate. In 
response to applicant's arguments, the recitation "under conditions which would 
otherwise in the textile substrate favour the formation of transport folds or the 
occurrence of friction in or on the substrate" has not been given patentable weight 
because the recitation occurs in the preamble. A preamble is generally not accorded 
any patentable weight where it merely recites the purpose of a process or the intended 
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use of a structure, and where the body of the claim does not depend on the preamble 
for completeness but, instead, the process steps or structural limitations are able to 
stand alone. See In re Hirao, 535 F.2d 67, 190 USPQ 15 (CCPA 1976) and Kropa v. 
Robie, 187 F.2d 150, 152, 88 USPQ 478, 481 (CCPA 1951). Furthermore, it would 
have been nonetheless obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, to arrive at a method 
for a treatment of textile piece goods under conditions which would not favor the 
formation of transport folds because Joyner et al. Miracle et al. teach a method of 
treating textile with a composition comprising the same components as recited bv the 
instant claims and further Miracle et al. teach bleaching effectiveness in lower 
temperature solutions and demonstrate superior color safety profiles. 

Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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■ 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Preeti Kumar whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0178. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00am - 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Yogendra Gupta can be reached on 703-308-4708. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-872- 
9309. 

Preeti Kumar 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1751 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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